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level with any water-shed." Mr Milne has, however, found tin wanting water-shed in Glen Glaster, a small glen which, thougl branching up from Glen Roy near the bottom of it, does no appear to have been visited, and certainly has not been correcth described by any former observer. But this is not all. Mr Milnt has also traced the channel of an ancient river, proceeding fron the water-shed in question, down into Glen Spean, and then terminating in a huge delta, or alluvial deposit, at the only shel which winds round the sides of the latter glen, thus marking the point where the turbid waters of the river were swallowed uj under the stagnant surface of the lake which, by these same indications, is palpably shewn to have stood in Glen Spean on s level with the lowest shelf, at the time when Glen Roy was occupied with water to the height of the shelf next above.
In connection with these circumstances, Mr Milne finds thai the uppermost shelf of Glen Roy does not, as was erroneously indicated on Sir Thomas Dick Lauder's map, run round the sides of Glen Glaster, but that it suddenly stops short in Glen Roy, just above the entrance to that smaller tributary glen.
From this we conclude, that the barrier which" blocked up Glen Roy, so as to occasion the formation of its highest shelf, must have disconnected it from Glen Glaster, and thus forced it to discharge its surplus water into the valley of the Spey by the summit-level at its head, instead of permitting it to discharge by the lower summit-level at the head of Glen Glaster, and down by the ancient river-channel into Glen Spean,—a course which must have been followed by any water occupying Glen Glaster, or communicating with it uninterruptedly.
Now, to explain the formation of the highest shelf of Glen Roy, Agassiz supposed one glacier, in the lower part of Glen Spean, to have extended across from Ben Nevis to Moel Dhu ; and another, farther up that glen, to have issued from the valley of Loch Treig;
independently identified the parallel roads as the beaches of glacial lakes, on the basis of his experience in that region (Life and Letters of G. Darwin, Vol. r. p. 376). At this time Lyell, as well as Darwin, seems to have attributed them to marine action. In 1861 Darwin, who had by that time abandoned the early views advanced in hia PhiL Trans, memoir of 1839, writes to Hooker (More Letters, Vol. IT. p. 190), " It is I believe true that Glen Eoy shelves (I remember your Indian letter) were formed by glacial lakes." See Sir W. Thiselton Dyer's obituary notice of Sir J. D. Hooker, Proc. Eoy. Soc., B, 1912.]